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By Maria A. Karamitsos 

&+,&$*2³)LOP+HOOHQHV��WKH�&KLFDJR�
EDVHG�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�EHKLQG�*UHHN�)LOP�)HVW�
&KLFDJR��KRVWHG�D�IXQGUDLVHU��WR�DQQRXQFH�WKH�
�����IHVWLYDO��WKLV�SDVW�-XQH����DW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�

Award-Winning Greek-American 
Director headlines fundraiser for 
Greek Film Fest Chicago! 2012

+HOOHQLF�0XVHXP��6SHFLDO�JXHVW�ZDV�$FDGHP\�
$ZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�GLUHFWRU�DQG�VFUHHQZULWHU�$OH[-
DQGHU�3D\QH�
3D\QH�DGGUHVVHG�WKH�FURZG��VSHDNLQJ�DERXW�

KLV�FDUHHU�DQG�WKH�ÀOP�EXVLQHVV��:LWK�JUDFH�DQG�
KXPRU��KH�DQVZHUHG�TXHVWLRQV³RQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�
IURP�*HRUJH�&ORRQH\�WR�KLV�VRXUFH�RI�LQVSLUD-
WLRQ³DQG�JDYH�DGYLFH�WR�WKRVH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�

WKH�EXVLQHVV��7KH�2PDKD��1HE��QDWLYH��VSRNH�
FDQGLGO\�DERXW�PDQ\�VXEMHFWV��+H�H[SUHVVHG�
KLV�GHOLJKW�LQ�YLHZLQJ�WKH�QHZ�PXVHXP��´,·P�
VR�KDSS\�WR�VHH�WKLV�PXVHXP��+RZ�QLFH�WKDW�ZH�
KDYH�WKLV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�RXU�KHULWDJH�µ�3D\QH�VDLG��
´,W·V�D�JRRG�WKLQJ�WR�HQFRXUDJH�IHOORZ�*UHHNV�WR�
EHFRPH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�DUWV�µ
7KH�GLUHFWRU�WUDFHV�KLV�*UHHN�URRWV�WR�$LJLR��

/LYDGLD�DQG�6\URV��+H�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�WKH�IDPLO\�
QDPH�ZDV�FKDQJHG�IURP�3DSDGRSRXORV��ZKHQ�KLV�
WKHQ����\HDU�ROG�JUDQGIDWKHU�ZLVKHG�WR�HVFDSH�
WKH�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�HQGXUHG�E\�VR�PDQ\�6RXWKHUQ�
(XURSHDQV�RI�WKDW�WLPH���+LV�PRWKHU�JUHZ�XS�LQ�
%LUPLQJKDP��$OD���DQG�KLV�IDWKHU�LQ�2PDKD��)RU�
WKRVH�JHWWLQJ�VWDUWHG��KH�VXJJHVWHG�WKH\�DYRLG�

Alexander Payne and Panos Fiorentinos.
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UHDGLQJ�´KRZ�WRµ�ERRNV��UHDG�PDQ\�VFUHHQSOD\V��
PHPRUL]H�JUHDW�ÀOPV��VKRW�E\�VKRW��DQG�WR�GHYHO-
RS�D�YLVXDO�VHQVH�RI�VWRU\��+H�HQFRXUDJHG�SHRSOH�
WR�ZRUN�KDUG��QRWLQJ�WKDW��´WKH�KDUGHU�,�ZRUN��WKH�
OXFNLHU�,�JHW�µ�
)RU�KLV�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�WKH�ÀOP�LQGXVWU\��

3D\QH�ZDV�SUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�WKH�ÀUVW�)LOP+HOOHQH�
+RQRUDU\�$ZDUG��)LOP+HOOHQHV�&R�IRXQGHU�DQG�
&KDLUPDQ�1LNR�)UDQJKLDV�H[SODLQHG�WKH�LQVSLUD-
WLRQ�RI�WKH�DZDUG��´7KH�IHPDOH�&\FODGLF�VWDWXHWWH�
RI������%&��D�V\PERO�RI�IHUWLOLW\�DQG�UHMXYHQD-
WLRQ��ZDV�XVHG�E\�$OH[DQGHU�LQ�WKH�RSHQLQJ�DQG�
FORVLQJ�VFHQHV�RI�6,'(:$<6��������DV�D�SURS�
UHOHYDQW�WR�WKH�VWRU\·V�WKHPH�DQG�WKH�FKDUDFWHUV·�
TXHVW��%HJLQQLQJ�WKLV�\HDU��WKH�IHVWLYDO�ZLOO�LQ-
FOXGH�WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�)LOP+HOOHQH�$ZDUGV�
IRU�WKH�ÀOPV�LQ�FRPSHWLWLRQ�µ
´,QVWHDG�RI�UHFUHDWLQJ�WKH�ZKHHO��ZH�WKRXJKW�LW�

ZRXOG�EH�ZRQGHUIXO�LI�ZH�XVHG�WKH�VDPH�ÀJXULQH�
DV�RXU�DZDUG�VWDWXHWWH�DQG�WKXV�KRQRU�$OH[DQGHU�
DQG�KLV�ZRUN�µ�)UDQJKLDV�VWDWHG��´,�FRQWDFWHG�WKH�
SUHVWLJLRXV�0XVHXP�RI�&\FODGLF�$UW�LQ�$WKHQV�
WR�DVN�IRU�WKHLU�SHUPLVVLRQ��7KH\�ZHUH�UHVHUYHG��
ZRUU\LQJ�ZH�PLJKW�EH�FDQFHOLQJ�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�
VW\OH�DQG�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI�WKH�ÀJXULQH��,W�WRRN�
PXFK�ZRUN�WR�FRQYLQFH�WKHP�WKDW�UHVSHFWLQJ�
WKH�VWDWXHWWH·V�EHDXW\�DQG�FKDUDFWHU�LV�LPSRUWDQW�
WR�XV��2QFH�WKH\�VDZ�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�FRQFHSW�WKDW�
RXU�PRGHO�PDNHU��3DQRV�)LRUHQWLQRV�DQG�P\VHOI�
ZHUH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ��ZH�ZRZHG�WKHP�µ�7KH�QHZ�
URXQG�EDVH�UHSUHVHQWV�RQH�UHHO�RI���PP�ÀOP�DQG�
WKUHH�UHHOV�RI���PP�ÀOP�RQ�WRS�RI�HDFK�RWKHU��
)UDQJKLDV�DGGHG��´6HSDUDWHG�E\�WUDQVSDUHQW�ULQJV�
ZKLFK��ZKHQ�EDFNOLW��UHÁHFW�WKH�OLJKW�EHDXWLIXOO\�
�DV�OLJKW�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�FRPSRQHQW�LQ�ÀOPPDN-
LQJ���7KH�UHHOV�DQG�WKH�WUDQVSDUHQW�ULQJV�DUH�LQ�
WKH�VL]H�RI�WRGD\·V�GRPLQDQW�GLJLWDO�GLVF��(YHQWX-
DOO\��WR�WKHLU�FUHGLW��WKH�0XVHXP�RI�&\FODGLF�$UW�
QRW�RQO\�JDYH�XV�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�XVH�WKH�ÀJXULQH�
DQG�WKH�QHZ�EDVH��EXW�DJUHHG�WR�GRQDWH�ÀYH�VWDWX-
HWWHV�SHU�\HDU�IRU�RXU�)LOP+HOOHQH�$ZDUGV�WR�EH�
JLYHQ�WR�ZLQQLQJ�*UHHN�)LOPPDNHUV�µ
7KH������*UHHN�)LOP�)HVW�&KLFDJR��ZLOO�WDNH�

SODFH�2FWREHU������DW�WKUHH�ORFDWLRQV��1DWLRQDO�
+HOOHQLF�0XVHXP��*HQH�6LVNHO�&HQWHU�DQG�WKH�
3LFNZLFN�7KHDWUH��)RUW\�ÀOP�VXEPLVVLRQV�ZHUH�
UHFHLYHG�WKLV�\HDU��LQFOXGLQJ�*UHHN�)LOP�&HQWUH�
FR�SURGXFWLRQV���6L[�ÀOPV�ZHUH�DQQRXQFHG�LQ�
D�ÀUVW�ÀOP�OLQH�XS�LQVWDOOPHQW��7ZR�PRUH�LQ-
VWDOOPHQWV�ZLOO�IROORZ�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU��8S-
GDWHG�ÀOP�OLVWLQJV�DQG�V\QRSVHV�ZLOO�EH�UHOHDVHG�
VRRQ��ZZZ�JUHHNÀOPIHVWFKLFDJR�RUJ 

 
6$17$�)(³7KH�23$��&HQWHU�IRU�0HDQLQJ�

RSHQHG�LWV�GRRUV�RQ�-XQH����)RXQGHG�E\�$OH[-
DQGHU�1��3DWWDNRV�3K�'��DQG�KLV�ZLIH��(ODLQH�
'XQGRQ��3K�'���WKH�FHQWHU�LV�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�
WKHLU�´23$��:D\µ�RI�OLIH³XVLQJ�WKH�ZLVGRP�RI�
WKH�DQFLHQW�*UHHNV�WR�KHOS�SHRSOH�ÀQG�JUHDWHU�
DQG�GHHSHU�PHDQLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV�
7KH�23$��&HQWHU�IRU�0HDQLQJ�LV�D�XQLTXHO\�

GHVLJQHG�	�VDFUHG�VSDFH�ZKHUH�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV³LQFOXGLQJ�PDMRU�FRUSRUDWLRQV�DQG�
JRYHUQPHQW�DJHQFLHV�IURP�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG³
FRPH�WR�TXHVWLRQ��GLVFXVV��DQG�GLVFRYHU�KRZ�WR�
´/LYH�	�:RUN�ZLWK�0HDQLQJµ�E\�SUDFWLFLQJ�´7KH�
23$��:D\��µ�´3DUW�WUDGLWLRQDO�*UHHN�YLOODJH�
DQG�SDUW�DQFLHQW�*UHHN�WHPSOH��ZKHUH�ZH�HQJDJH�
FOLHQWV�LQ�DXWKHQWLF�GLDORJXH��WKH�6RFUDWLF�0HWK-
RG��HWF����ZH·UH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�HQOLJKWHQLQJ�SHRSOH�
DERXW�ZKDW�GHEW�WKH\�RZH�WR³DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�FDQ�
OHDUQ�IURP³*UHHFH�DQG�*UHHNV��IURP�DQFLHQW�
WLPHV�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW�GD\�µ�3DWWDNRV�H[SUHVVHG�
,QGHHG��E\�FRQVFLRXV�GHVLJQ��7KH�23$��&HQ-

WHU�IRUFHV�SHRSOH�WR�VKLIW�WKHLU�ZD\�RI�WKLQNLQJ�
DERXW�DOO�WKLQJV�*UHHN�
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�LWHPV�WKDW�FRPH�GLUHFWO\�

IURP�*UHHFH��PDQ\�GHVLJQ�HOHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�23$��
&HQWHU�DFWXDOO\�FRPH�IURP�WKH�VHWV�RI�YDULRXV�
PRYLH�DQG�WHOHYLVLRQ�SURJUDPV��LQFOXGLQJ�D�WUHH�
XVHG�LQ�WKH������VFLHQFH�ÀFWLRQ�DFWLRQ�PRY-
LH��3UHGDWRU��VWDUULQJ�$UQROG�6FKZDU]HQHJJHU�
6SHFLDO�JXHVW�IRU�WKH�JUDQG�RSHQLQJ�ZDV�

DXWKRU�$JDSL�6WDVVLQRSRXORV��VLVWHU�RI�$ULDQQD�
+XIÀQJWRQ���ZKR�DPRQJ�RWKHU�WKLQJV�LQWURGXFHG�
KHU�QHZ�ERRN��8QELQGLQJ�WKH�+HDUW��$�'RVH�
RI�*UHHN�:LVGRP��*HQHURVLW\��DQG�8QFRQGL-
WLRQDO�/RYH��6WDVVLQRSRXORV�DOVR�FRQGXFWHG�DQ�
LQWLPDWH�ERRN�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DQG�VLJQLQJ��7KH�
LQYLWDWLRQ�RQO\�HYHQW�LQFOXGHG�D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�
SHRSOH��UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�IURP�WKH�6DQWD�)H�*UHHN�

FRPPXQLW\��LQFOXGLQJ�)U��'LPLWULRV�3DSSDV�RI�
6W��(OLDV�WKH�3URSKHW�*UHHN�2UWKRGR[�&KXUFK��
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�IURP�WKH�1HZ�0H[LFR�ÀOP�LQ-
GXVWU\��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�FHQWHU·V�SURGXFWLRQ�GHVLJQ�
WHDP�DQG�1LFN�0DQLDWLV��D�*UHHN�$PHULFDQ�DQG�
GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�1HZ�0H[LFR�6WDWH�)LOP�2IÀFH��
ORFDO�SROLWLFDO�OHDGHUV��UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�IURP�ORFDO�
LQVWLWXWLRQV�RI�KLJKHU�OHDUQLQJ��PHGLD�UHSUHVHQ-
WDWLYHV��EXVLQHVV�HQWUHSUHQHXUV��IULHQGV��FRO-
OHDJXHV��DQG�RWKHUV��3DWWDNRV�DGGHG��´$QG��RI�
FRXUVH��WKHUH�ZHUH�PDQ\�IRONV�ZKR��IURP�WKHLU�
SKRQH�FDOOV�DQG�HPDLOV��ZHUH�WKHUH�ZLWK�XV�´LQ�
VSLULWµ�IURP�*UHHFH��&DQDGD��86$��DQG�DURXQG�
WKH�ZRUOG�µ��7KH�FHOHEUDWLRQ�ZDV�DOVR�KLJKOLJKWHG�
E\�D�WHOHYLVLRQ�LQWHUYLHZ�FRQGXFWHG�RQ�ORFD-
WLRQ�DW�7KH�23$��&HQWHU��ZLWK�WKH�$OEXTXHUTXH�
1%&�DIÀOLDWH�VWDWLRQ��.2%�79�&KDQQHO����´+RVW�
,UHQH�(VWUDGD�DQG�KHU�WHDP�ZHUH�IDVFLQDWHG�E\�
WKH�GHVLJQ�DQG�HQHUJ\�ZLWKLQ�7KH�23$��&HQWHU��
7KH\�DOO�IHOW�OLNH�WKH\�ZHUH�LQ�*UHHFH�µ�3DWWDNRV�
H[SODLQHG��
7KLV�IXOO�GD\�RI�DFWLYLWLHV�DOVR�KLJKOLJKWHG�

WKH�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI�7KH�23$��:D\��7KH\�RIIHU�
VHUYLFHV��ZRUNVKRSV��UHWUHDWV��VSHHFKHV��SHUVRQDO�
PHQWRULQJ��DQG�PRUH�
´2XU�DSSURDFK�LV�EDVHG�RQ�LQVLJKWV�IURP�

WKH��WLPHOHVV�ZLVGRP�RI�WKH�DQFLHQW�*UHHN�SKL-
ORVRSKHUV����µ�3DWWDNRV�H[SODLQHG��´$�NH\�HOHPHQW�
RI�RXU�XQLTXH�DSSURDFK�LV�WKH�&RUH�RI�0HDQLQJ���
2XU�UHVHDUFK�KDV�VKRZQ�WKDW�0HDQLQJ�LV�WKH�SUL-
PDU\�LQWULQVLF�PRWLYDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�DQG�
WKDW�LW�LV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�DQG�HQJLQH�IRU�LPSURYH-
PHQWV�LQ�HQJDJHPHQW�	�UHVLOLHQFH��ZHOO�EHLQJ�
	�KHDOWK��DQG�SHUIRUPDQFH�	�LQQRYDWLRQ��2XU�
H[SOLFLWO\�PHDQLQJ�IRFXVHG�DSSURDFK�UHOLHV�XSRQ�
ERWK�RSHQ�GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�DXWKHQWLF�GLDORJXH�
ZLWK�D�XQLTXH��SRZHUIXO��DQG�YHU\�PHDQLQJ-
IXO�*UHHN�WZLVW�µ�ZZZ�WKHRSDZD\�FRP

The OPA! Center for Meaning Opens its Doors; filmmakers on the scene


