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FilmHellenes - Greek Film Fest Chicago Board at their summer fundraiser, with their Guest of Honor, 
Academy Award® Winning Director Alexander Payne. (Top row, L-R) Chair/CoFounder Niko Franghias, 
ViceChair Zoe Iltsopoulos Borys, slightly at the back, Panos Fiorentinos, guest Director Alexander 
Payne, Demetra Markopoulos, Peter Kanelos, Andrea Granias , Conn Grapsas. (Bottom row L-R): Maria 
Constantinides, Dimitris Kostopoulos, Art Andros, Dino Vlahakis, FilmHellenes Secretary/Treasurer 
Terry Jacobs. Missing is George Garifalis and Cathy Hareas. 

Photo courtesy of FilmHellenes

FilmHellenes

Classified Ads

TGS Media, LLC. is seeking a motivated 
self-starter to help design a webapp 
for its newspaper print business. As an 
ethnic newspaper primarily serving the 
Chicagoland area, TGS Media would 
like to take its product into the 21st 
century with your help! The Greek Star, 
as the newspaper is called, has been 
around for over 108 years, and has been 
a staple to the Greek-American com-
munity.
We are looking to find someone who 
can help develop a phone based web 
application for iPhone and/or Android 
smartphones. Small stipend available 
based on education and/or experience. 
You will be working directly with the 
owner and graphic designer to develop 
this app. Please note that advancement 
is possible upon graduation. 
Work flexible hours at your own pace, 
and be your own project coordinator! 
This is a great experience for any col-
lege student or recent grad to supple-
ment their resume or gain college 
credit. Students of all nationalities and 
localities are welcome to apply, as this 
position does not necessarily require an 
office position. 
Computer science, programming, and/
or development background preferred, 
but if you know how to create and 
launch a web-app feel free to apply!

Send an email to 
peter.skontos@thegreekstar.com

HELP WANTED

Looking to hire. The Greek Star is looking 
for ad sales reps. Earn 30% on every ad 
sold. Interested people should send an 
email to diane.adam@thegreekstar.com

HELP WANTED

INJURED? I CAN HELP 
DEAN C. MARINAKIS

is a highly experienced and successful Chicago personal injury 
lawyer with over 18 years of experience who represents plaintiffs 
in personal injury cases. During that time, he has helped his 
clients recover millions of dollars in compensation in the Chicago 
area and throughout Illinois. 
The rights and concerns of his clients are at the core of Dean 
C. Marinakis’s practice in automobile negligence, construction 
negligence, premises liability, and personal injury litigation. 
He will personally handle your case from start to finish. 

Call (312) 201-9191 
today to find out if you have a case and get the professional help 
and personal attention you need. No fee unless recovery is made. 
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CHICAGO—FilmHellenes 
KDV�DQQRXQFHG�WKH�ÀOP�OLQHXS�IRU�
Greek Film Fest Chicago! 2012, 
this October 4-8. Films will be 
screened at the National Hel-
OHQLF�0XVHXP��1+0��LQ�&KLFDJR��
Pickwick Theater in Park Ridge, IL 
and the Gene Siskel Film Center in 
Chicago.

 
INTRODUCING: CINERGIES

  FilmHellenes is also pleased 
to introduce a new outreach initia-
tive called Cinergies. Greek Film 
Fest Chicago! proudly welcomes 
the American Friends of the Jew-
ish Museum of Greece to join this 
year’s festival, for the screening 
of the award-winning KISSES TO 
7+(�&+,/'5(1���������ZULWWHQ�
and directed by Vassilis Loules.
�7KH�ÀOP�IROORZV�ÀYH�*UHHN�

Jewish children saved by Christians 
in German-occupied Greece. Child-
hood was their Garden of Eden, 
even though they spent it in hid-
ing—even though they lost it in the 
shadow of the Holocaust. 

This partnership and screening 
is made possible with the col-
laboration of The Jewish Museum 
of Greece and the support of the 
J.F. Costopoulos Foundation, 
Greece;Jewish Community of Thes-
saloniki, Greece; Central Board of 
Jewish Communities in Greece; 
the American Sephardi Federation; 
American Friends of the Jew-
ish Museum of Greece and the 

Task Force for International 
Cooperation on Holocaust 
Education, Remembrance, and 
5HVHDUFK��,�7�)���
�7KLV�ÀOP�ZLOO�EH�VKRZQ�

at NHM on October 5 at 7:00 
pm, introduced by Loules. The 
ÀOP�ZLOO�EH�SUHVHQWHG�DOVR�RQ�

October 8 at Film Row Cinema at 
Columbia College at 7:00 pm, also 
introduced by Loules, with a panel 
discussion to follow.  

 
OPENING NIGHT

This year’s opening night selec-
WLRQ�LV�81)$,5�:25/'���������
directed by Filippos Tsitos. This 
is the Chicago premiere of the 
DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�ÀOP��ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�
Greece’s entry for the Academy 
Awards® 2013.    

 
CLOSING NIGHT
7KH�FORVLQJ�QLJKW�ÀOP�LV�),6+�

1·�&+,36���������ZULWWHQ�DQG�
directed by Elias Demetriou. This is 
also the Chicago premiere for this 
award-winning production.

 
HELLENIC CURRENT - FICTION FEATURES
7KHVH�ÀOPV�DUH�UHFHQW�QDUUDWLYH�

features, short subjects, animation, 
feature and short length documen-
taries. This year’s lineup includes: 
WELCOME TO ALL SAINTS 
��������ZULWWHQ�DQG�GLUHFWHG�E\�
6RWLULV�*RULWVDV��-(5.6���������
written, produced and directed by 
Stelios Kammitis; and the Chicago 
SUHPLHUH�RI�3$5$',6(���������
written and directed by Panagiotis 
Fafoutis.

 
DOCUMENTARIES – FLASHES OF HISTORY

In the category of historical 
GRFXPHQWDULHV��ÀOPV�LQFOXGH�7+(�

27+(5�72:1���������GLUHFWHG�E\�
1HÀQ�'LQo��DQG�7+(�9,6,7���������
written and directed by Stella Alis-
anoglou.   

 
DOCUMENTARIES – HELLENIC CURRENT

This group of documenta-
ries includes the US premieres 
RI�126726���������GLUHFWHG�E\�
Nicolas Panoutsopoulos; and 
'($5�$1&(6725���������ZULWWHQ�
and directed by Menelaos Kara-
maghiolis. Also showing, will be 
PLAYING WITH SHADOWS (TA 
.2/,7,5,$����������GLUHFWHG�E\�
Agnes Sklavos and Stelios Tatakis; 
and the Chicago premiere of the 
DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�6$<20(���������
written and directed by Nikos Day-
andas. 

CHRYSOTHEKE – SHORTS
In this non-competitive category, 

WKH�IHVWLYDO�VDOXWHV�*UHHN�ÀOPV�UHF-
ognized in notable European and/or 
International Festivals. This year’s 
lineup includes the award-winning 
7+(�3$/$&(���������ZULWWHQ�
and directed by Anthony Maras; 
and the Chicago premiere of THE 
)25(,*1(5���������ZULWWHQ�DQG�
directed Alethea Avramis.

 
HELLENIC CURRENT – SHORTS
7KHVH�VKRUW�ÀOPV�LQFOXGH�9,-

&,286�&,5&/(���������ZULWWHQ��
produced and directed by Salva-
dor Georgantas; and COUNTER-
&/2&.:,6(���������GLUHFWHG�E\�
Giorgos Korgianitis.

YOUNG AMBITION PRESENTATION
The festival is pleased to intro-

duce to Chicago audiences the work 
of a new talent, Kostas Chaliasas, 
20, from Thessaloniki, Greece, who 

is already being called a “Greek 
Spielberg”. Chaliasas not only 
visualizes, writes, directs, does 
the cinematography, composes the 
music (getting all the right moods 
DQG�WUDQVLWLRQV��DQG�DFWV��EXW�FUH-
ates a universe. He has been creat-
LQJ�QDUUDWLYH�ÀOPV�VLQFH�KH�ZDV�����
His works have participated, won 
awards and special mentions at sev-
HUDO�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�ÀOP�IHVWLYDOV��OLNH�
the Austin International Film Festi-
val in Texas, the Seoul international 
Youth Film Festival, the Drama 
International Film Festival, and the 
Olympia International Film Festival 
for Children and Young People.

 Chaliasas will make a special 
appearance at the festival, to intro-
GXFH�KLV�DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�ÀOP��%(-
+,1'�7+(�681���������DV�ZHOO�DV�
VHYHQ�RWKHU�RI�KLV�ÀOPV��LQFOXGLQJ�
$7�7+(�0(5&<�2)�*2'���������
:,1'2:�21�1$785(����������
the award-winning TURN OVER 
$�1(:�/($)���������DQG�5$86�
��������:DWFK�IRU�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�
Chaliasas to appear in The Greek 
Star later this month.

 Also in the Young Ambition 
category, is the Chicago premiere 
RI�683(5�'(0(75,26���������
directed by Georgios Papaioannou.

 
7KH�FRPSOHWH�ÀOP�DQG�ORFDWLRQ�

schedule will be available in the 
QH[W�ZHHN��)RU�FRPSOHWH�ÀOP�V\Q-
opses, visit our website at www.
thegreekstar.com or at www.greek-
ÀOPIHVWFKLFDJR�RUJ��7KH�*UHHN�6WDU�
is proud to be a media partner for 
Greek Film Fest Chicago! 2012.

Lineup  For Greek Film Fest Chicago! 2012
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By Maria A. Karamitsos
                   
CHICAGO—FilmHellenes is pleased to an-

nounce a new partnership, beginning with the 
*UHHN�)LOP�)HVW�&KLFDJR��������FRPLQJ�XS�
2FWREHU�����7KLV�RXWUHDFK�LQLWLDWLYH��FDOOHG�´&LQ-
ergies,” celebrates synergies and cinema across 
FXOWXUHV�

“We’re proud to announce the participation of 
the American Friends of the Jewish Museum of 
Greece to join the festival,” said Niko Franghias, 
)LOP+HOOHQHV�FR�IRXQGHU�DQG�SUHVLGHQW�

The Friends will be on hand for the screen-
LQJ�RI�WKH�DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�ÀOP��.,66(6�72�7+(�
&+,/'5(1���������ZULWWHQ�DQG�GLUHFWHG�E\�9DV-
VLOLV�/RXOHV�
7KH�ÀOP�IROORZV�ÀYH�*UHHN�-HZLVK�FKLOGUHQ�

VDYHG�E\�&KULVWLDQV�LQ�*HUPDQ�RFFXSLHG�*UHHFH��
Childhood was their Garden of Eden, even 
though they spent it in hiding—even though they 
ORVW�LW�LQ�WKH�VKDGRZ�RI�WKH�+RORFDXVW��

The Jewish Museum of Greece has been 
involved in many programs and hosted count-
less exhibits regarding the Jewish community of 
*UHHFH�DQG�WKH�+RORFDXVW��,Q�������WKH\�KRVWHG�
a traveling exhibit called “The Hidden Children 
RI�2FFXSLHG�*UHHFH�µ�7KH�H[KLELWLRQ�H[SORUHG�
the lives of 16 Greek Jewish children in hiding 
during the German occupation, as seen through 
WKH�HPRWLRQDOO\�FKDUJHG�VWRULHV�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��
The American Friends of the Jewish Museum of 
*UHHFH��$)-0*��LV�WKH�RQO\�RIÀFLDO�UHSUHVHQWD-
WLYH�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�0XVHXP�RI�*UHHFH�LQ�WKH�86��
When Loules approached the Friends regarding 
WKH�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU�RI�WKH�ÀOP��WKH\�TXLFNO\�RI-
IHUHG�WKHLU�VXSSRUW�

“When telling a wartime story, it is most often 
WKH�ORVV�WKDW�LV�SRUWUD\HG��$V�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
AFJMG, aims to remind not only of the harsh 
discrimination and mass loss the Jews suffered in 
WWII and to honor the memory of the lives lost, 
but to also recognize the journey of those who 
survived,” stated Solomon Asser, President of the 
$)-0*�
�´,Q�GRLQJ�VR��ZH�DLP�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�VHOÁHVV�

“Cinergies” Celebrates Cinema and Synergies Across Cultures
acts of their saviors, who at the risk of their own 
lives, stood heroically to save the life of another 
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�UHOLJLRQ�RU�HWKQLFLW\��2I�WKH�WKRX-
sands killed in Occupied Greece, many Jewish 
children were hidden by ordinary Greek families 
who also suffered capital punishment by the 
*HUPDQV�IRU�KDUERULQJ�SHRSOH�RI�-HZLVK�IDLWK��
And of course we cannot forget the political and 
religious leaders, like Archbishop Damaskinos, 
Angelos Evert, Metropolitan Chrysostomos and 
Mayor Carrer, that inspired the simple citizens to 
GR�VR�µ�$VVHU�DGGHG�

“The Friends, along with the American 
Sephardic Foundation, have been an integral 
co-producing factor to this excellent documen-
WDU\�µ�)UDQJKLDV�DGGHG��´&LQHUJLHV�LV�LPSRUWDQW�
and meaningful to the festival, to bring people 
WRJHWKHU���:H��WKH�)LOP+HOOHQHV��EHOLHYH�WKDW�
FLQHPD�LV�WKH�PRVW�LQÁXHQWLDO�DUW�IRUP�RI�RXU�
times, offering us experiences that we have never 
experienced before; a magical force, 
capable not only to offer entertain-
ment but also a deep knowledge to our 
HEARTS and MINDS – a way of con-
necting with each other by becoming, 
each one of us, more humane, tolerant 
DQG�ZLVH��/RXOHV·��ÀOP�DFKLHYHV�H[DFWO\�
WKDW���+LV�VWRU\�RI�-HZLVK�FKLOGUHQ�VDYHG�
by Christians during the Nazi occupa-
tion of Greece is a perfect example of 
KXPDQLVP��7KH�ÀOP·V�WKHPH��,�EHOLHYH��
is transgression, the heroism of the 
‘other,’ who risks their life, indepen-
GHQWO\�RI�UHOLJLRQ�RU�QDWLRQDOLW\��7KLV�
LV�D�WUHPHQGRXV�ÀOP�WR�ODXQFK�RXU�
&LQHUJLHV�SURJUDP��$W�WKH�*UHHN�)LOP�
)HVW�&KLFDJR��ZH�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�LQYRNH�
in the viewers of, KISSES TO THE 
&+,/'5(1��WKHVH�YHU\�VDPH�LGHDOV�µ

This partnership and screening is 
made possible with the collaboration 
of The Jewish Museum of Greece and 
WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�-�)��&RVWRSRXORV�
Foundation, Greece; the Jewish Com-
munity of Thessaloniki, Greece; the 

Central Board of Jewish Communities in Greece; 
the American Sephardi Federation; American 
Friends of the Jewish Museum of Greece and the 
Task Force for International Cooperation on Ho-
locaust Education, Remembrance, and Research 
�,�7�)���
/RXOHV�ZLOO�LQWURGXFH�KLV�ÀOP�DW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�

+HOOHQLF�0XVHXP������6��+DOVWHG�LQ�&KLFDJR��
RQ�2FWREHU���DW������SP��7KH�ÀOP�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�
SUHVHQWHG�RQ�2FWREHU���DW�)LOP�5RZ�&LQHPD�DW�
&ROXPELD�&ROOHJH�������6��:DEDVK���WK�)ORRU��
LQ�&KLFDJR�DW������SP��IROORZLQJ��D�UHFHSWLRQ�
DW������SP��$�4	$�ZLWK�WKH�GLUHFWRU�DQG�SDQHO�
GLVFXVVLRQ�ZLWK�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�JXHVWV�ZLOO�IROORZ��

For more information about Greek Film Fes-
WLYDO�&KLFDJR��������YLVLW�ZZZ�WKHJUHHNVWDU�FRP�
RU�ZZZ�JUHHNÀOPIHVWFKLFDJR�RUJ��7KH�*UHHN�
Star is proud to be a media sponsor for Greek 
)LOP�)HVW�&KLFDJR�������
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October 4th – 8th, 2012 

How to read the schedule

The schedule has been color-coded for 
your convenience. In the Festival’s competi-
tive categories, Hellenic Current are the recent 
narrative features, short subjects, animation, 
feature and short length documentaries; Flash-
es of History refers to historical documenta-
ries; Young Ambition is the student entries; 
Chrysotheke is a non-competitive category 
that salutes films that have put Greece on the 
‘movie map.’

-
sponding light colored box. 

one showing. 

notice. 

Please check www.greekfilmfestchicago.org 
for the most up-to-date schedule information 

Celebrating Hellenic 
Storytelling
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This week, The Greek Star’s Associate Edi-
tor Maria A. Karamitsos caught up with  Kostas 
&KDOLDVDV��D�\RXQJ�DQG�WDOHQWHG�ÀOPPDNHU�IURP�
Thessaloniki, who’s being called a “Greek Spiel-
berg”

By Maria A. Karamitsos

Where are you from? Ioannina
How old are you? I’m 20.

When did you become interested in films?
During the third grade, I had constructed a 

fake camera made of paper and carton. A year 
ODWHU�P\�SDUHQWV�GHFLGHG�WR�EX\�PH�P\�ÀUVW�UHDO�
camera with which I started experimenting with 
ÀOPLQJ��

What was it that drew you to films?
Ever since the age of 9, little fairytale-like 

stories were driving circles in my mind. It didn’t 
happen consciously but little by little they be-
FDPH�D�GHVSHUDWH�QHHG�IRU�H[SUHVVLRQ�WR�PH��MXVW�
like painting and music. It felt like, I wanted to 
give to those various happy and sad little stories, 
a tangible form.

What inspires your filmmaking?
I derive inspiration from various parts of life, 

VXFK�DV�D�ÀJXUH�RI�D�ZRPDQ�RQ�WKH�EXV��D�IXQQ\�
dog, a sick little girl to whom someone has to lie 
so as to make her life a little brighter. Very often 
HYHQ�SLHFHV�RI�PXVLF�OLNH�D�OLWWOH�VRQJ�RU�MXVW�DQ�
introduction, turn into images in my mind, which 
I often combine with personal life experiences 
and autobiographical elements.

Have you received any training?
I am basically self-taught; I‘ve read several 

ERRNV�RQ�ÀOPPDNLQJ�DQG�ÀOP�DFWLQJ��,·YH�DOVR�
attended some seminars for which I was selected, 
on casting, acting direction and script. And today 
I am practicing this knowledge, working as an 
DVVLVWDQW�ÀOP�GLUHFWRU�IRU�DQ�(QJOLVK�VSHDNLQJ�
IXOO�OHQJWK�IHDWXUH�PRYLH��ÀOPHG�LQ�*UHHFH��E\�
Vassilis Katsikis.

 You’re being called a prodigy. How do you respond/
react to that?

I don’t perceive myself as a prodigy at all. It 
MXVW�KDSSHQHG�WKDW�,�GLVFRYHUHG�P\�ZLVKHV�DQG�
ZDQWHG�WR�IXOÀOO�P\�GUHDPV�DW�D�YHU\�\RXQJ�DJH��
and this is what I did, this is what I followed, 
VR�SUDFWLFDOO\�,·P�MXVW�DQ\�SHUVRQ�ZKR�GHFLGHG�
about what he liked, probably a bit earlier than 
other people. I’m neither proud of that nor do I 
feel in a superior position to my peers.

When did you make your first film?
$�VRRQ�DV�,�SXUFKDVHG�P\�ÀUVW�FDPHUD�,�PDGH�

VHYHUDO�HIIRUWV�RQ�VKRRWLQJ�YDULRXV�VKRUW�ÀOPV�
EXW�P\�ÀUVW�VHULRXV�IHVWLYDO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�HIIRUW�
ZDV�DW�WKH�DJH�RI����ZLWK�WKH�ÀOP�)5,(1'6+,3�
WITHOUT BORDERS .

Tell us about that first film.
FRIENDSHIP WITHOUT BORDERS is 

the story of a friendship between a young girl 
from Greece and an Albanian boy living in an 
orphanage. I saw it as a work against racism of 
all types, as a tribute to seemingly unsuitable 
FRXSOHV��:KHQ�WKH�ÀOP�ZDV�FRPSOHWHG�,�VHQW�LW�
to the International Film Festival of Olympia, 
ZKHUH�LW�ZDV�DZDUGHG��7KDW�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�´WDS�RQ�
the back” which somehow whispered to me to go 
ahead with more work.

How many films have you made?
,·YH�PDGH���ÀOPV�

How would you describe your work? 
$OO�P\�ÀOPV�KDYH�D�SORW��$QG�WKH\�XVXDOO\�WDON�

about the beauty of life, friendship and love be-
tween people. They talk about a world as I would 
like it to be, a world full of supportive people, 
friends. A world without racism, wars, weapons, 
that’s peaceful, happy and sometimes funny. I 
ZDQW�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�VHH�P\�ÀOPV�WR�OHDYH�WKH�
theater with a hopeful smile on their faces.

You’ve entered many film festivals. When did you begin 
submitting to festivals? Tell us about the awards you’ve 
won.
(YHU�VLQFH�,�FRPSOHWHG�P\�ÀUVW�ÀOP�,�VWDUWHG�

VHQGLQJ�P\�ZRUN�WR�YDULRXV�ÀOP�IHVWLYDOV��,�ZRQ�
WKH�ÀUVW�SUL]H�DW�WKH�$XVWLQ�)LOP�)HVWLYDO��<RXQJ�
Filmmakers Competition), and six other awards 
and special mentions at national and international 
ÀOP�IHVWLYDOV�

Are you going to school 
currently? Are you studying 
film?

No, I’m not studying 
ÀOP���&XUUHQWO\�,·P�D�
student at the Depart-
ment of Music Studies 
of the Aristotle Univer-
sity of Thessaloniki, 
studying composition.

Why music?
I come from a family of musicians—my fa-

ther is a musician, my mother is a singer of folk 
Greeks songs and my sister is studying ethnomu-
sicology at the university. I believe it is totally 
natural that I’m following the same course of 
studies. But that was not the only reason. I feel 
that music is a part of my genes, and my second-
WR�QRQH�JUHDWHVW�ORYH��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�ÀOPLQJ��
painting, singing and acting.

Talk about the films you’ve submitted to the Greek Film 
Fest Chicago!

I submitted AT THE MERCY OF GOD and 
5$86��%RWK�WKHVH�ÀOPV�WDON�DERXW�WZR�OLWWOH�
boys forced to leave their countries, the former 
being from Kosovo due to war and the latter 
IURP�*UHHFH�DOVR�GXH�WR�ZDU��EXW�D�ÀQDQFLDO�RQH�

Is this your first time to the US. 
,W·V�P\�ÀUVW�WLPH��,·P�H[WUHPHO\�H[FLWHG�DERXW�
this visit. I already know that Chicago is home to 
one of the most vibrant and creative Greek com-
munities worldwide, so I’m looking forward to 
meeting as many Greeks as I can there and hear-
LQJ�WKH�RSLQLRQV�DQG�FRPPHQWV�RQ�P\�ÀOPV�

What are your future plans?
,·P�DERXW�WR�VWDUW�D�QHZ�VKRUW�ÀOP�DERXW�KRZ�

a child perceives the difference between good 
DQG�HYLO��,W�ZLOO�EH�P\�ÀUVW�SURIHVVLRQDO�DWWHPSW��
with a multi-person crew and professional ac-
tors.  Chaliasas will make a special appearance 
DW�*UHHN�)LOP�)HVW�&KLFDJR���+LV�ÀOPV�ZLOO�EH�
screened at the festival. The Greek Star is proud 
to be a media sponsor for Greek Film Festival 
Chicago! 2012. 

Q & A with filmmaker Kostas Chaliasas

Kostas Chaliasas
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&+,&$*2���)LYH�ÀOPPDNHUV�ZLOO�DFFRPSDQ\�
WKHLU�ÀOPV�WR�*UHHN�)LOP�)HVW�&KLFDJR��������
FRPLQJ�XS�WKLV�2FWREHU������
Nicolas Panoutsopoulos

Born in Athens, Greece, Panoutsopoulos is a 
JUDGXDWH�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�7HFKQLFDO�8QLYHUVLW\�
of Athens and has worked as a manager in the 
EXVLQHVV�VHFWRU��+H�VWXGLHG�ÀOP�GLUHFWLQJ�DW�WKH�
+DW]LNRX�)LOP�6FKRRO�LQ�$WKHQV��+H�KDV�ZRUNHG�
DV�D�+ROO\ZRRG�FRUUHVSRQGHQW�DQG�ÀOP�FULWLF�IRU�
Greek publications and as a screenwriter, produc-
tion manager and assistant director in various 
ÀOP�SURGXFWLRQV�LQ�/RV�$QJHOHV�DQG�*UHHFH��+LV�
VKRUW�ÀOP�%ODFNEHUULHV�ZRQ�WKH��VW�DZDUG�LQ�WKH�
SURJUDP�´*UHHNV�RI�WKH�:RUOGµ�LQ�'UDPD�)LOP�
Festival 2005 and has been screening in many 
IHVWLYDOV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��+LV�GRFXPHQWDU\�

Filmmakers to Attend Greek Film Fest Chicago! 2012
126726��������ZLOO�EH�SUHVHQWHG�XQGHU�WKH�
+HOOHQLF�&XUUHQW�FDWHJRU\�RI�ÀOPV��$�FLQHPDWLF�
journey through a Greek-American “network” 
in the capital of the US becomes a quest for the 
GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�DQ�LGHQWLW\��
$OVR�LQ�DWWHQGDQFH�ZLOO�EH�KLV�ZLIH��WKH�ÀOP·V�

SURGXFHU��/HQD�$QDVWDVLDGRX��:KLOH�LQ�WRZQ��WKH�
duo will shoot footage for their latest projected, 
HQWLWOHG��´*UHHNWRZQ�&KLFDJR�µ

Georgios Papaioannou
%RUQ�LQ�.DYDOD��*UHHFH��3DSDLRDQQRX�VWXG-

ied Civil Engineering at Aristotle University of 
7KHVVDORQLNL��+H�KROGV�D�3K'�LQ�ÀQLWH�HOHPHQW�
SURFHGXUHV�LQ�VWHHO�VWUXFWXUHV��)URP�DQ�HDUO\�DJH��
he spent all his free time experimenting with 
GLJLWDO�DXGLR�YLGHR�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�DERXW�ÀOPPDN-

LQJ��6LQFH������KH�
has directed and 
produced numer-
ous “no budget” 
digital videos, 
LQFOXGLQJ�ÀOPV��
music videos and 
FRQFHUW�SHUIRU-
PDQFH�YLVXDOV��

His feature 
ÀOP�683(5�
'(0(75,26�
(2011) will be 
shown under the 
Young Ambition 
FDWHJRU\��,Q�D�
surreal, parallel 
XQLYHUVH��7KHVVD-
loniki has its very 
own superhero: 
6XSHU�'HPHWULRV��
Posing as Dimi-
tris Christofo-
ridis, journalist 
for the Golden 
Jerusalem maga-
]LQH��KH�ÀJKWV�
for truth, justice 
and the ‘Greco-
&KULVWLDQ·�LGHDO��

7KH�]HUR�EXGJHW�SURGXFWLRQ�ZDV�FUHDWHG�YLD�KLV�
LQGHSHQGHQW�FRPSDQ\��27L1D1$L�3URGXFWLRQV�

Vassilis Loules
7KLV�ÀFWLRQ�DQG�GRFXPHQWDU\�ÀOPPDNHU�

studied Electrical Engineering and Cinema in 
$WKHQV��*UHHFH��+H·V�FROODERUDWHG�ZLWK�+HOOHQLF�
%URDGFDVWLQJ�&RUSRUDWLRQ��(57��DV�&RRUGLQDWRU�
of the Short Films Program and with the Greek 
0LQLVWU\�RI�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV�)LOP�$UFKLYH��+H�KDV�
directed historical documentaries based on per-
VRQDO�QDUUDWLYHV�DQG�WHVWLPRQLHV��$OO�RI�KLV�VKRUW�
ÀFWLRQ�ÀOPV�KDYH�ZRQ�DZDUGV�DW�IHVWLYDOV���
7KH�GRFXPHQWDU\�ÀOP�.,66(6�72�7+(�

CHILDREN (2011) has been screened and 
DZDUGHG�DW�IHVWLYDOV�LQ�*UHHFH��6XEPLWWHG�XQGHU�
the Festival’s Flashes of History category, it’s the 
subject of the festival’s newest program, Ciner-
gies, celebrating cinema and synergies across 
FXOWXUHV��)LYH�*UHHN�-HZLVK�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�VDYHG�
E\�&KULVWLDQV�LQ�*HUPDQ�RFFXSLHG�*UHHFH��

Kostas Chaliasas
$W�DJH�����WKLV�ÀOPPDNHU�LV�DOUHDG\�EHLQJ�

FDOOHG�D�´*UHHNµ�6SLHOEHUJ��+H·V�EHHQ�PDNLQJ�
ÀOPV�VLQFH�WKH�DJH�RI�����DQG�KDV�SDUWLFLSDWHG�
LQ�PDQ\�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ÀOP�IHVWLYDOV��+H·V�ZRQ�
QXPHURXV�DZDUGV�DQG�VSHFLDO�PHQWLRQV���1RW�
RQO\�GRHV�KH�YLVXDOL]H��ZULWHV��GLUHFW��GR�WKH�FLQ-
ematography, compose the music (getting all the 
right moods and transitions) and acts, Chaliasas 
FUHDWHV�D�8QLYHUVH��

Chaliasas is part of a special Young Ambition 
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DW�WKLV�\HDU·V�IHVWLYDO��+H�ZLOO�LQWUR-
GXFH�KLV�ÀOP�%(+,1'�7+(�681���������6HW�LQ�
������GXULQJ�WKH�PLOLWDU\�GLFWDWRUVKLS�LQ�*UHHFH��
D�OLWWOH�JLUO�LV�DEGXFWHG�IURP�DQ�RUSKDQDJH��1R�
RQH�ORRNVIRU�KHU³H[FHSW�WKH�RWKHU�RUSKDQV��
6HDUFKLQJ�IRU�KHU��WKH\�UHDOL]H�KRZ�PDQ\�WKLQJV�
DUH�VWLOO�¶EHKLQG�WKH�VXQ·��7KLV�LV�D�VWRU\�DERXW�
KRZ�FKLOGUHQ�UHDFW�WR�DGXOWV·�LQGLIIHUHQFH��$�WRWDO�
RI�VHYHQ�RI�&KDOLDVDV·�ÀOPV�ZLOO�EH�VFUHHQHG�WKLV�
\HDU��
9LVLW�ZZZ�JUHHNÀOPIHVWFKLFDJR�RUJ��7KH�

Greek Star is proud to be a media partner for 
*UHHN�)LOP�)HVW�&KLFDJR�������




